
397

Rural Housing Service, USDA § 3550.150

been made, the funds will be applied in
the following order:

(i) Prior liens, including delinquent
property taxes.

(ii) Delinquency on the account.
(iii) Advances due for recoverable

cost items.
(iv) Released to the borrower if the

RHS debt is adequately secured.
(5) If a loss occurs when insurance is

not in force, the borrower is respon-
sible for making the needed repairs or
replacements and ensuring that the in-
surance is reinstated on the property.

(6) If the borrower is not financially
able to make the repairs, RHS may
take one of the following actions:

(i) Make a subsequent loan for re-
pairs.

(ii) Subordinate the RHS lien to per-
mit the borrower to obtain funds for
needed repairs from another source.

(iii) Permit the borrower to obtain
funds secured by a junior lien from an-
other source.

(iv) Make a protective advance to
protect the Government’s interest.

(v) Accelerate the account and de-
mand payment in full.

§ 3550.111 Appraisals (loans only).
An appraisal is required when the

section 504 debt to be secured exceeds
$15,000 or whenever RHS determines
that it is necessary to establish the
adequacy of the security. RHS may
charge an appraisal fee. Appraisals
must be made in accordance with the
Uniform Standards of Professional Ap-
praisal Practices. When other real es-
tate is taken as additional security it
will be appraised if it represents a sub-
stantial portion of the security for the
loan.

§ 3550.112 Maximum loan and grant.
(a) Maximum loan permitted. The sum

of all outstanding section 504 loans to 1
borrower or on 1 dwelling may not ex-
ceed $20,000.

(1) Transferees who have assumed a
section 504 loan and wish to obtain a
subsequent section 504 loan are limited
to the difference between the unpaid
principal balance of the debt assumed
and $20,000.

(2) For a secured loan, the total of all
debts on the secured property may not
exceed the value of the security, except

by the amount of any required ap-
praisal and tax monitoring fees, and
the contributions to an escrow account
for taxes and insurance.

(b) Maximum loan based upon ability to
pay. The maximum loan is limited to
the principal balance that can be sup-
ported given the amount the applicant
has available, as determined by RHS,
to repay a loan at 1 percent interest
with a 20-year term.

(c) Maximum grant. The lifetime total
of the grant assistance to any recipient
is $7,500. No grant can be awarded un-
less the maximum level of loans, as
supported by a budget, have been ob-
tained.

§ 3550.113 Rates and terms (loans
only).

(a) Interest rate. The interest rate for
all section 504 loans will be 1 percent.

(b) Loan term. The repayment period
for the loan should generally be as
short as possible based on the appli-
cant’s repayment ability, and may
never exceed 20 years; however loans
made in combination with grants must
have a term of 20 years.

§ 3550.114 Repayment agreement
(grants only).

Grant recipients are required to sign
a repayment agreement which specifies
that the full amount of the grant must
be repaid if the property is sold in less
than 3 years from the date the grant
was approved.

§ 3550.115–3550.149 [Reserved]

§ 3550.150 OMB control number.
The information collection require-

ments contained in this regulation
have been approved by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) and
have been assigned OMB control num-
ber 0575–0166. Public reporting burden
for this collection of information is es-
timated to vary from 5 minutes to 3
hours per response, with an average of
11⁄2 hours per response, including time
for reviewing instructions, searching
existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and com-
pleting and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comment regarding
this burden estimate or any other as-
pect of this collection of information,
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including suggestions for reducing this
burden to the Department of Agri-
culture, Clearance Officer, STOP 7602,
1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20250–0762. You are not re-
quired to respond to this collection of
information unless it displays a cur-
rently valid OMB control number.

Subpart D—Regular Servicing
§ 3550.151 Servicing goals.

This subpart sets forth the Rural
Housing Service (RHS) policies for
managing the repayment of loans made
under sections 502 and 504 of the Hous-
ing Act of 1949, as amended.

§ 3550.152 Loan payments.
(a) Payment terms. Unless the loan

documents specify other loan repay-
ment terms, borrowers are required to
make monthly payments. Borrowers
with existing loans specifying annual
payments may request conversion to
monthly payments, and must convert
to a monthly payment schedule before
any subsequent loan or new payment
assistance is approved. Suitable forms
of payment are: check, money order, or
bank draft. Borrowers who make cash
payments will be assessed a fee to
cover the cost of conversion to a
money order.

(b) Application of payments. If a bor-
rower makes less than the scheduled
payment, the payment is held in sus-
pense and is not applied to the bor-
rower’s account. When subsequent pay-
ments are received in an amount suffi-
cient to equal a scheduled payment,
the amount will be applied in the fol-
lowing order:

(1) Protective advances charged to
the account.

(2) Accrued interest due.
(3) Principal due.
(4) Escrow for taxes and insurance.
(c) Multiple loans. When a borrower

with multiple loans for the same prop-
erty makes less than the scheduled
payment on all loans, the payment will
be applied to the oldest loan and then
in declining order of age. Future remit-
tances will be applied beginning with
the oldest unpaid installment.

(d) Application of excess payments.
Borrowers can elect to make payments
in excess of the scheduled amount to be

applied to principal, provided there are
no outstanding fees.

§ 3550.153 Fees.

RHS may assess reasonable fees in-
cluding a tax service fee, fees for late
payments, and fees for checks returned
for insufficient funds.

§ 3550.154 Inspections.

RHS or its agent may make reason-
able entries upon and inspections of
any property used as security for an
RHS loan as necessary to protect the
interest of the Government. RHS will
give the borrower notice at the time of
or prior to an inspection.

§ 3550.155 Escrow account.

Escrow accounts will be administered
in accordance with RESPA and section
501(e) of the Housing Act of 1949, as
amended.

(a) Upon creation of the escrow ac-
count, RHS may require borrowers to
deposit funds sufficient to pay taxes
and insurance premiums applicable to
the mortgage for the period since the
last payments were made and to fund a
cushion as permitted by RESPA.

(b) Borrowers may elect to escrow at
any time during the terms of the loan
if the outstanding RHS loan balance is
over $2,500.

(c) RHS may require borrowers to es-
crow in conjunction with any special
servicing action.

§ 3550.156 Borrower obligations.

(a) After receiving a loan from RHS,
borrowers are expected to meet a vari-
ety of obligations outlined in the loan
documents. In addition to making
timely payments, these obligations in-
clude:

(1) Maintaining the security prop-
erty; and

(2) Maintaining an adequately funded
escrow account, or paying real estate
taxes, hazard and flood insurance, and
other related costs when due.

(b) If a borrower fails to fulfill these
obligations, RHS may obtain the need-
ed service and charge the cost to the
borrowers account.
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